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Portrait Light Evaluation Tool Instructions

1. Fold at 90° angle.  Hold card vertically, near your subject’s 
face, with the darker side toward the light source.

2. Change your orientation (or your light, if you have control) so 
that the two halves appear to be the same shade of grey.

3. When the two halves look the same, you have achieved a 
good 2:1 lighting ratio.  Shoot away!

Printing instructions:

This Portrait Light Evaluation 
Tool works best when printed 
on non-glossy paper, 
preferably on a thicker card 
stock.

It is configured to print on 2-
sided printers (US Letter).  

If you don’t have a 2-sided 
printer, then print just this side 
and fold along the dotted line 
so there are 2 grey squares on 
one side and instructions on 
the other.

Use as demonstrated in the 
video.
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